[A note on methods for estimating the number of patients in the nationwide epidemiological survey on intractable diseases].
To find the most adequate method for estimating the number of patients in nationwide epidemiological surveys of intractable diseases, we examined six existing methods using reported data on 13 selected diseases. Estimated numbers of patients by the methods, except for methods with theoretical inadequacy or other problems, were almost equal to each other. The simple method, by which the number of patients is estimated as the reported one divided by the response rate, is recommended.